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CONSIDERATIONS, Ge. 


3 XXXXHE Queſtion concerning the Repeal 
err — of the Prohibition upon the Corn 
| 05 Diſtillery, has by many People been 

conſider'd merely as a Competition 
between the Landcd Intereſt and that of the 
Colonies, and from. hence they decide in a 
ſummary way upon the Merits of it ; but this 
* Kind of Argument is quite foreign to the Pur- 
- poſe; for the only Conſideration which has a 
real Tendency to juſtify or condemn the Policy 
; of any Propoſition, is to diſcover what would 
4 be moſt conducive to the Publick Good, not 
| whoſe Intereſt may be concerned. For inſtance, 
The two great Objects of the Bill under Con- 
ſideration, are to prevent the exceſſive Uſe of ſpi- 
ritous Liquors at home, and to procure an Expor- 
tation to foreign Parts. Now what Light will it 
afford us in our Enquiry, Whether theſe Points 
b are likely to be accompliſhed by the Regula- 
i tions of the Bill, to be told, that the Intereſt 
2, j of the Sugar Colonies is at Stake in Oppoſition, 
to the Landed Intereſt of this Country? I do 
allow this to be in ſome meaſure the caſe, tho 
not in the Degree which has been repreſented ; 
but as this Fact, when allowed, does not con- 
tribute to illuſtrate the Queſtion, I ſhall adhere 
= preciſely to the Merits and Policy of the 
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(2) 
Bill, without embroiling myſelf in a very 
invidious and unavailing Conteſt ; and I will 
endeavour throughout to treat with equal Free- 
dom and Candour, the Opinions of thoſe who 
have either patronized or oppoſcd it. 

The Preliminaries to this Queſtion may be 
ſtated in a ſhort manner, thus. It has been 
the Object of Parliamentary Conſideration for 
many Years to put a Stop to the inordinate Uſe 
of ſpirituous Liquors among the common 
People. Many Acts had been paſſed, but 
none found in any Degree effectual to this 
defirable End, till one which took Place in 
the Year 1751. This Act impoſed an addi- 
tional Duty of Seven Guineas upon a Ton of 
Spirit, and contained many wiſe Regulations 
with regard to Houſes licenced to ſell this per- 
nicious Commodity. In this Condition Matters 
ſtood till the Prohibition in the Year 1757, 
which was intended as an occaſional Expedient 
to encreaſe the Quantity of Bread-Corn, by 
preventing the Conſumption in the Diſtillery, 
However, another Conſequence followed, 
which, tho not the Object, might however natu- 
rally have been expected. The Price of Briti/h 
made Spirits, which after the Prohibition could 
only be diſtilled from Melaſles, roſe conſidera- 
bly, and it was found that the Conſumption 
diminiſhed in proportion. 'This Hint could 
not eſcape the Eye of Government. The De- 
termination was, by ſome means or other to 
keep the Price of ſpirituous Liquors at that 
Height to which they had riſen upon the Pro- 

| hibition, 


qd ans Po cm Dom aa oo ae en ERCeS "20" NENT PE 


4 et DR YEE UTI TER * 


(3) 


hibition. This was about 21 /. 17s. 6. pet 
Ton above what they had been before. This 
preciſe Sum, which is exceedingly near to the 
Truth, is fixed upon becauſe it is moſt con- 
venient to lay a Duty which will correſpond to 
it. 21 or 22 would not have ſuited ſo well to 
the Mode in which it has been uſual to tax 
ſpirituous Liquors, 

The preſent high Price of the Melafles- 
Spirit is preſumed to be chiefly owing to the 
Monopoly of Melaſſes upon the great Demand 
fince the Prohibition, and in part to the Dear- 
neſs of Muſcovado Sugar (and confequently 
Melaſſes) occaſioned by the War. The firſt 
of theſe Cauſes would ceaſe with the Prohibi- 
tion of the Malt Diſtillery ceafing. The laſt, 
being an accidental Circumſtance, or meerly 
an occaſional Advantage which the Malt has 
over the Melaſſes in the Time of War, is not 
to be conſider'd in the diſtributive Queſtion 
between the two Diſtilleries, being no perma- 
nent part of it. 5 

To obtain the Purpoſes of the Bill two 
Things are required. Firſt, To impoſe ſuch a 
Duty upon the Spirit from Melaſſes, that it 
{thall continue at the advanced Price notwith- 
ſtanding the Repeal of the Prohibition upon 
the Malt Diſtillery. And ſecondly, To lay on 
ſuch an additional Duty upon the Spirit of 
Malt as ſhall raiſe its Price to a correſponding 
Level. To perform this it will be neceſſary to 
enquire, how much per Ton the Melaſſes 
Diſtiller does actually pay in conſequence of 
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the Duties already laid on? In anſwer to 
which we find, that in conſequence of a Duty 
of 25 J. 45. per Ton, the Melaſſes Diſtiller 
pays 17 J. 105. and no more: Therefore if a 
nominal Duty of 25 J. 45. produces the actual 
Payment of 17 J. 105. what nominal Dut 

will actually produce the Paymentof 2 1. 1775. 6d. 
the advanced Price upon the Spirit of Melaſſes 
ſince the Prohibition of the Malt Diſtillery ? 
This will appear to be the Sum of 31 J. 105. 
That is to fay, Whatever Proportion the 
nominal Duty which is at preſent, bears to the 
Duty now actually paid to the Govern- 
ment, let an additional nominal Duty 
be laid bearing. the ſame Proportion to the en- 
creaſed Price ſince the Prohibition of the Malt 
Diſtillery ; or in other words, Let an equal 
Sum to that which the Monopoliſt of Melaſſes 
levys upon the Diſtiller, be laid upon the 
Commodity itſelf at the Still-Head when that 
Monopoly ceaſes. 

To accompliſh the ſecond Point with regard 
to the. Malt Diſtiller, we mult take a ſimilar 
Proceſs, and enquire what Addition of Price 
to the Malt Spirit will enable him to meet the 
Melaſſes Diſtiller upon the ſame Terms as 
before the Prohibition. Whatever that be, let 
an additional, Duty be, laid on which will 
actually produce that Sum. If a. nominal 
Duty of 19/7. 125. did before the Prohibition 
actually produce the Sum of 17 J. 10g. we 
may by conſequence depend upon an additional 

Ns Impoſt 


3 
Impoſt of 24 J. 10 f. to produce 211. 175. 64. 
the Sum propoſed &. 

In the Reaſoning above we have gone upon 
this Suppoſition, that if 191. 12s. nominal 
Duty produces 17 /. 105. real, a double Im- 
poſt will produce a double Sum. The Point 
ſtands thus; The Government has calculated 
a Duty in a certain Proportion upon the Waſh 
in the Malt Diſtillery, upon a Suppoſition that 
20 Ton of Waſh will produce 5 Ton of low 
Wines, and 3 Ton of Spirit, without confining 
the Diſtiller to any certain Quantity or Kind of 
Corn in a given Quantity of Waſh. For any 
one may well imagine, that from different 
Quantities or Sorts of Grain, the Diſtiller can 
draw more or leſs Spirit out of the ſame Bulk 
of Wath. The Matter was, I believe, very 
judicioully aſcertained as a Queſtion of practical 
Diſtillery for the moſt advantageous Method of 
working the Malt, but upon the Impoſition of 
a great Duty upon the Waſh, the Diſtiller 
ſaved more in the Duty than he loſt in the 
diſladvantageous Proceſs by making it ſtronger 
than according to the computed Proportion. 
I ſhould imagine that the Diſtiller has made 
his Waſh as ſtrong as it well can be, with a 

| View 


* This, indeed, is not perfectly accurate, for tho' it be 
an Addition of the ſame Duty per Ton,yet it is not an equal 
Impoſition, ad valorem ; for the Malt Spirit uſed to be 
before the Prohibition 36 /, per Ton, when the Melaſſes 
Spirit was 38 J. They are now intended to be about 60 J. 


and 621. reſpectively, Conſequently the Malt Diſtiller 


will be in 2 woſe Sitvation; for the Advantage 2 /. 13 
greater between 26 J and 3% J than between 60 J. aud C2 7. 


(6) 
View to fave upon the great Duties which are 
at preſent, if ſo he cannot make it much 
ſtronger to ſave upon any. 

I cannot help obſerving in this Place (for 
the Inſtance before us is very ſtriking) that this 
perplexed and unſkilful Method of laying 
Taxes is attended with many Evils. I ſpeak 
not merely as to the Revenue, which however 
is rendered precarious thereby. If the Go- 
vernment lay ſuch Taxes as may be evaded, 


how can they expect that the People ſhould 


not ſeize the Opportunity ; nay, they do pre- 


ſume this, and lay their Tax accordingly ; 


yet ſurely it is a great Error in Policy to intro- 
duce this Syſtem of Evaſion and Connivance 
between the Government and its Merchants, 
inſtead of the contrary Principles of good Faith 
and fair Dealing. 

With Regard therefore to the Point before 
us, it were a deſireable Thing to hit upon ſome 
more direct Method of Taxation, that this 
Evil, or rather Train of Evils, might be a- 
voided : As for Inſtance, if inſtead 
of laying the Duty upon the Waſh, 
which furniſhes ſo ready an Evaſion by the 
Uncertainty of its Strength, it could be found 
practicable to tax the Corn, a certain Quan- 
tity of which, according to its Kind, yields a 
certain Portion of Spirit, and no more. The 


Duty ſhould indeed not be calculated upon the 


 Avarage Goodneſs of Corn, for then the Diſtil- 


ler would have his Advantage by uſing the 


beſt, but by the Weight of cach Sort of Grain, 
which 
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(7 1 
which is apprehended to be the Criterion of 
the Quantity of Spirit contained. 

Indeed the moſt direct and explicit Method 
would be, if poflible, to lay the Duty at the 
Still-Head, and the Simplicity of all the Re- 
gulations requiſite, would tempt one to think 
nothing more wanting to effect this than a 
real Deſire, and a decent Degree of Attention; 
for the Spirit being received as it comes from 
the Still into a Veſſel called a Safe, it ſhould 
ſeem that if all Egreſs from this Veſſel were 
under the diſcretionary Power of the Exciſe, 
as likewiſe the Ingreſs to it from the Still, no 
Spirit could be ſecreted or conveyed away, 
nor could there be a Poſſibility of Fraud or E- 
valion ; for as all the Spirit muſt paſs through 
this Safe, we might here ſecure a Kind of 
Turnpike, at which to levy the Duty with 
moſt Convenience and Certainty. The me- 
chanical Part might be ſo conſtructed, that the 
Spirit as it comes from the Still ſhould by cloſe 
Pipes unavoidably be conducted into the Safe, 
from whence it ſhould not be evacuated but in 
the Preſence of the Exciſeman. A Model of 
this Apparatus might be given by the Exciſe, 
and ſo contrived, that the Intereſt of the 
'Trade ſhould not ſuffer any Obſtruction in the 
Proceſs, For it ſhould, by no means, be in 
the Power of an Exciſeman to plague the 
Diſtiller for any other Purpoſe than to make 
him pay his Duty, and therefore not to ſtop 
up the Acceſs to the Safe, but only to prevent 
the Spirit from being convey'd away through 

that 
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that Aperture, where it ſhould only come in. 
Neither ſhould the Exciſeman have Power to 
detain the Spirit in the Safe beyond Reaſon; 
therefore, upon a certain Notice given to the 
Exciſeman to attend, the Diſtiller ſhould have 
a Right to the free Egreſs for his Spirit from 
the Safe. This cannot even be ſuſpected as 
any Extenſion of the Exciſe, for the Diſtiller 
is at preſent liable to all the vexatious Part, 
without the Government reaping any Advan- 
tage. : 

= to return to the Merits of the Bill, the 
Principle is undoubtedly juſt, that the only 
eftectual Method of preventing the common 
People from drinking ſpirituous Liquors, is to 
raiſe the Price, let us therefore examine how 
far this is accompliſhed. 

It is ſuppoſed that the Diſtillers 
uſe 4 Quarters of Wheat, 4 of Bar- 
ley, and 4 of Malt, to make a 
Ton of Spirit, therefare the Price 
of the Grain to them is twice 4. /. 
for the Barley and Malt, and 4 
times 305. for the Wheat; a- 
mounting to 14 0 
The Price of making it 0 


(But this Sum includes part of his own Profits, 
for the mere Expence of the Operation is not 
above 2 J. or 2 J. 10s. as I have been told 
by Malt Diſtillers, who of courſe magnil; 
their own Expences.) 
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Brought over 18 0 © 
The next Article is the real Duty 
as paid before the Prohibition 17 106 © 
Then the additional Duty as by this | 
Bill n 
Then the additional Profit which 
the Diſtiller muſt expect in con- 
ſequence of advancing ſuch a 
large Sum for the new Duty as 


211. 175. 6d. at the Rate of 


10 per Cent. 23 1 
Then the additional Malt Tax upon 
Do Quarters of Malt oO 10 © 
Sum total of theſe Articles 59 19 6 


This 1s the State of the Matter on one Side 
of the Queſtion : On the other the following 
Deductions are inſiſted on. 


The Value of the 12 Quarters of 
Grains for the Hozgery is 11. 
therefore the Corn conſumed in 
the Still coſts him leſs by fo 
much 1 
In the next Place we muſt obſerve, 
that the Corn is reckoned by 
Weight at the Rate of 50 Pounds 
to the Buſhel, which is full a 
Ninth Part lets than if the Di- 
ſtillers were to go by Meaſure, 
therefore we mutt deduct for this 
about 1 10-0 
C: And 
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Proneht over 210 --0 
; 2 us redv-ed 
fr z9 Sablon more 
Lat e non, we muſt allow a 
p:2p0rtionable Abatement in the 
Price of a Ton of Spirit, a- | 
mounting to about 110 © 
As to the Payment of 17/. 105. 
out of 19 J. 12 5. many People 
have Doubts ; ſome have (ſet ir 
as low as 14/. This Sum there- 
fore deducted from 17/. 105. 
and a correſponding Sum from 
the new Duty of 21/. 175. 6 d. 
leave a Difference with regard tq 
the Payment of the total future 
Duties of 7 17 6 
The Article of the Two Guineas 
advanced in the Price on Account 
of the additional Duties, has 
likewiſe been thought extrava- 
gant, therefore we will abate on 


this Account 10 9 
12 7 6 

Which being ſubtracted from 
59 J. 195. 6d. leaves 47 12 0 


And as this is the Extreme of thoſe who 
are not Friends to the Bill, we might take 
the Medium, and ſuppoſe that a Ton of Spirits 
will coſt about 54 J. If this ſhould really 
prove ſo, we may be reaſonably contented ; 

for 
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for it is well known that whilſt the Price of 
Spirits is above 50 J. per Ton, the Conſump- 
tion cannot be very great among the common 

People. 
It may not be improper to ſtate in this Place 
a Queſtion, which has been much controverted 
with Reſpect to the Quantity of Duty paid 
really per Ton upon the Malt Spirit, as having 
Reference to the Price which we have juſt now 
ſtated, and more eſpecially as a Preliminary to 
the great Point of Exportation, which is not 
the leaſt Object of the Bill, of which weſhall 
ſpeak hereafter. The Queſtion is this, the 
nominal Duty upon a Ton of Malt Spirit be- 
ing 19 J. 12 5. how much does the Diſtiller 
really pay? One Sett ſuppoſe 17 J. 105. the 
other affirm that he does not pay ſo much. 
In Support of the firſt Opinion, that 
the Diſtiller pays 17 J. 10 s. Duty for a 
Ton of Spirit, it is obſerved, that the Mi- 
niſters of the Revenue and their Coadjutors in 
this Caſe, the Officers of the Exciſe, do una- 
nimouſly declare their Conviction, that he pays 
this Sum upon an Average. The Malt Diſtil- 
lers themſelves do univerſally aver the ſame. 
The Books of ſome of the greateſt Diſtillers 
have been examined upon Oath, and it ap- 
pears by them that upon the Average of a 
great many Thouſand Ton, 17 J. 10 5. per 
Ton and upwards, has been paid for Duty to 
the Government. The laſt Argument is de- 
rived from the Groſſneſs of the Fact. Can it 
be ſuppoſed that it has been the univerſal Prac- 
ES: tice 
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tice to ſecrete 3o Gallons in every Ton, or one 14. 
Ton in nive, which is about the ſame Thing, Qua 
without Diſcovery from the Officers of the Ex- 8 1 
ciſe or Revenue, for ſo many Vears as this to b 
Duty has been levied. 3-5 
Thoſe on the other Side of the Queſtion, of 1 
endeavour to inveſtigate the Truth of this to b 
Matter through the Proceſs of the Operation. - 
It is ſaid that 12 Quarters of Grain infuſed in mal 


12 Times 110 Gallons of Water, conſtitutes 
the Waſh, from which one Ton of Spirit is The 


extracted. Some have aſſerted, that a Quarter this 
of Corn requires 120 Gallons of Water, others proc 
have ſaid no more than an 100, therefore the is t 
Medium is 110 Gallons per Quarter. The Qua 
next Step is to enquire how the Exciſeman is and 
to charge the Duty upon this Ton of Spirit: en 
The original Method was to charge i it upon the he | 
Spirit itſelf ; but as the Spirit is contained. in ſo thar 
ſmall a Bulk, it was found that the Diſtiller mor 
could ſecrete a Part ; and that ſufficient Regu- Wa 
lations had not been provided againſt this Kind. mor 
of Fraud ; therefore a ſupplemental Method [ 
was contrived” and Power given to the Exciſe- whi 
man to gauge the Waſh, which cou'd not be Wa 


ſecreted, and to charge upon one Quarter of ACcc 
the Waſh, the Duties payable upon low Wines Quz 
or Spirits of the firſt Extraction, and upon part 
3-5ths of the low Wines, or 3-20ths of the ing 
Waſh, to charge the Duties payable upon Opi 
ſtrong Waters. Let us with theſe data exa- Qua 
mine the Matter. The Duty upon low Wines bein 
is 4 4. per Gallon, that upon Strong Waters, 

14. 
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'x 5. the Number of Gallons uſed to infuſe 12 
: Quarters of Grain, at 110 Gallons per Quarter, 
is 1320. A Quarter of this being 330 Gallons 
to be charged with 4d. per Gallon 5 10 © 
3-5thsof the low Wines, or 3-20ths 

of the Waſh, being 198 Gallons, 

to be charged with 1 5. per Gallon, 9 18 © 


making together 1 5 Tv 


— — 


Therefore if the Diſtiller uſes no more than 
this Quantity to infuſe the Grain neceſſary to 
produce a Ton of Spirit, this Sum 15 J. 8 5. 
is the whole that he pays per Ton. Theſe 
Quantities have been aſſumed upon an Average, 
and the whole Strength of the Argument de- 
. upon having aſſumed them juſtly, for if 

e does uſe more Water per Quarter of Corn 
than this, to make his Waſh, or if he uſes 
more Corn, which conſequently requires more 
Water, in either of theſe Caſes he will pay 
more in his Duty per Ton. 

It-may not be amiſs to ſpecify the Sums 
which will ariſe from uſing 120 Gallons of 
Water, to each Quarter of Corn; as likewiſe 
according to the Rate of 100 Gallons to the 
Quarter, that we may be able to aſcertain the 
particular Iſſue, in any Caſe hereafter depend- 
ing upon the Aſſumption of any one of theſe 
Opinions. At 120 Gallons er Quarter, twelve 
Quarters require 1440 Gallons, one-fourth 
being 360 Gallons, at 4d. 6 8 8 


3-5ths- 
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Brought over 6 © o 
3-5ths of this, or 3-2oths of the 
Waſh, being 216 Gallons at 1 5. 
per Gallon : 1020-0 


Making together 16 16 © 
At 100 Gallons of Water per Quar- 

ter, 12 Quarters require 1200 

Gallons, 1-4th, being 300 Gal- 

lons at 4 d. per Gallon 5 
3-5ths of this Quantity, or 3-2oths 

of the Waſh being 180 Gallons 


at 1s. per Galion 9.0. 67 


— 2508 


Making together 14 © © 
The Sum of all the Duties which will be 

upon Spirits, after this Bill takes Place, according 

to the three foregoing Suppoſitions, will ſtand 

thus, 

The Duties before the Bill having been 16 16 0 


The New Duties will be "2 
Sum Total of the future Duties 37 16 


The Duties before the Bill having been 15 8 o 
The New Duties will be 1 
0 


Sum Total of the future Duties 34 13 


O 


The Duties before the Bill having been 14 o © 


The New Duties will be 17 10 0 


Sum Total of the future Duties 31 10 © 


As the Government have preſumed the Du- 


ties hitherto paid to amount to 17/. 10 5. they 


likewiſe ſuppoſe, that the New Duties will 
produce 


©. 
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o produce 21 /. 17 5. 6 d. making together 39 /. 
578. 6d. Theſe Sums therefore, we ſhall aſ- 
ſume, when we ſtate that Side of the Queſtion, 
and the Medium of the three above-men- 
tioned, when we ſpeak for thoſe who have 
been Adverſaries to the Bill. The Difference 
between the nominal and real Duties is ob- 
' tained by ſubtracting the reſpective Sums from 
441. 2s. The Bounty is 1/. 10s. per Ton in 
every Caſe. Theſe Matters being laid down 
as indiſpenſable Preliminaries to the Diſcuſſion 
of the ſubſequent Arguments, let us proceed 
to con ſider what Part we ſhall take in the 
Queſtion juſt now ſtated with regard to Duties 
5 really paid upon a Ton of Spirit hitherto. 
We muſt either ſuppoſe on the one Hand, 


O1O 


'S that there is ſome Miſtake in this Inveſtigation 
1d which we have juſt gone through, which is 

more than poſſible, conſidering more eſpecially 
2 how precarious a Science it is to detect the 
— -Subterfuges and Evaſions of one Side by no 
0 


better Evidence than the Subterfuges and Eva- 
ſions of the other; and how illegitimate that 
Truth is, which is begotten between two equal 
— and oppoſite Falſhoods: or we muſt on the 
o other Hand ſuppoſe, that the Government and 
the Office of Exciſe, who have never been 
charged with Inattention to an Article of the 
Revenue, have been, and ſtill remain obſti- 
o nately determin'd in this great Error, which 
is ſo much to their own Detriment. For my 

u- Part, I cannot by any means coincide with 
ey this laſt Opinion. £5 
The 


(16) 


The Suppoſition that the Diſtillery pays no 


more than 14 J. or 15 J. per Ton, ſeems to be 
liable to this Objection, which is rather a col- 


lateral and circumſtantial one, than bearing 


any direct Proof with it. Let us take the 
laſt Sum as the leaſt unreaſonable: then the 
Duty being 15/. and the Draw-back upon 
the Exportation of the raw Spirit 19/, 12s. 
the Difference which the Exporter 


ains is 1 


Add to this the Bounty upon the 


Exportation of a Ton of Spirit 1 10 © 


15 — 


Making 5 14 © 


This therefore has been the Bonus upon the 
Exportation of a Ton of raw Spirit. Now if the 
Difference was ſo great as here repreſented, why 
was it not tranſported to ſome foreign Country, 
and there rectified for thoſe foreign Markets 
which the Dutch do at preſent ſupply? I ſay raw 
Spirit, becauſe there is not the ſame Encou- 
ragement upon the Exportation of that which 
is rectified ; the Draw-back and Bounty toge- 
ther in that Caſe amounting to no more than 
14 J. 145. per Ton, which is leſs than the 
Duty paid. If the Duty paid were only 14 /. 
the Bonus would be 7 /. 25. per Ton, and 
therefore the Argument much ſtronger ; but 
the Duty having been 17 /. 105. the Advantage 
has only been 3/. 12s. Oneſhould have thought 
that this would have produced the Effect here 
ſuggeſted, but in Conſideration that the Dutch 

; hac 
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have Coals, Corn and Labour, at a little cheaper 
Rate, and of the additional Expences of Freight 
and new Correſpondencies, and likewife the 
e Probability that the Government would have 
e ſtopped it when they found that they loſt 3/. 125. 
n upon every Ton, we may ſuppoſe that the Diffe- 
rence might not be a very great Object to People 
already poſſeſſed of a Trade, confined to a very 
o few Hands and therefore very advantageous, 
But in Proportion as any one finds himſelf at a 
o Loſs to explain this Problem, Why we have no 
— dhare of the foreign Trade, by diſtilling the 
0 raw Spirit in this Country, and exporting with 
ſuch Advantage to be rectified and compound- 
1 ed in ſome foreign one, in the ſame Degree 
he does he not tacitly acknowledge the likelihood” 
hy of the Diſtiller's paying not [leſs than a Duty 
y, of 171. 105. per Ton upon ſuch Spirit ? 
ats I have obſerved ſome Ambiguity in the Uſe 
of the Term Proof Spirit. There ſeems to 
u- be a Proof Spirit for Sale of a higher Standard 
ch than the Exciſe Proof. Therefore it is a ver 
be- poſſible Thing that the Diſtiller may, 491d fide, 
an pay a Duty of 17 J. 105. per Ton upon a 
the Spirit of the ordinary Strength at which his 
4 Cuſtomers expect to be ſupplied, yet if ſo 
nd much Water were to be added to ſuch a Ton 
but of Spirit as to reduce it to exciſe Proof, he 
age would be found to pay a Jeſs Sum per Ton, 
cht Suppoſe, for Inſtance, that it is the Cuſtom to 
cre fell the Spirit for home Conſumption 30 
; Gallons above Proof, the Diſtiller might, with 
12:6 © very ſafe Conſcience, ſwear that he pays a 


4 D Duty 
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* 
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Duty of 17 J. tos. per Ton upon ſuch Spirit: 
Vet if he were to export this, he would not be 
ſuch a Fool as to claim no more than the 
Draw- back and Bounty for a Ton, becauſe the 
Law would entitle him to the Draw- back and 
Bounty upon One Ton and 30 Gallons; and 
conſequently he would not pay ſo large a Duty 
per Ton, if we ſpeak as to Exportation Proof. 
] would compound the Matter thus: We will 
allow, on one Side, that the Diſtiller pays 
17/1. 105. per Ton for that which is uſed in 


the home Conſumption. How much leſs than 


this he pays for Exportation I would have to 
be limitted by the Argument juſt now ſtated. 
We find that a Bonus of 3/7. 125. per Ton 
will not turn the Courſe of Trade into the 
Method of making the raw Spirit in England, 
and rectifying in ſome foreign Country. Would 
the Addition of 20, 3o, or 40s. have this 
Effect? Whatever would be ſufficient, let us 
take the Sum next below, and ſuppoſe the 
Duty which is paid upon Exportation Proof to 
be regulated by that Proportion. Indeed the 
Circumſtances of Suſpicion are fo ſtrong, that 
it would be unfair to refuſe this Allowance. 
The Evidence of the Diſtillers and their Books 
will ſuit with this Idea, neither does it carry any 
Imputation upon the Board of Exciſe, who can 
only be ſuppoſed to know how much is payed per 
Ton of that which is made for Sale, and not 
what would have been according to the Ex- 
mips Proof, if any Quantity to ſpeak of 
ad been exported. For their Experience 
does 
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does extend to the one Caſe, and not to the 
other. Having diſcuſſed this Matter in the 
beſt manner that I am able, I mult once for 
all aſſume, that 17/. 10s. is the real Duty paid 
per Ton upon the Malt Spirit for home Con- 
ſumption. What Reſpect this Concluſion is 
to have towards the Exportation of rectified 
Spirit will appear in its proper Place, but the 
only Application which I make of it thus far, 
is with regard to the preſumptive Price of the 
Malt Spirit after the Diſtillery ſhall be opened; 
which according to our former Calculations 
we will ſet at 54 J. per Ton. 

An Objection has been made to this Point 
which is very deſerving of Notice in this Place. 
It is ſaid that we find from Fact, that the 
Price of the Spirit from Melaſſes was above 60ʃ0. 
per Ton, while the Malt Diſtillery was prohibit- 
ed; and moreover that the Quantity of Melaſſes 
is itſelf limited, and conſequently the Evil 
of Dram- drinking limited; for People can 
drink no more of any ſpirituous Liquor than 
there is to be had of it; therefore why ſhould 
we give up a Cetrtainty for an Uncertainty ; 
that this is taking a Chance of being fruſtrated 
in our good Purpoſes, which are already ſe- 
cured to us. Now in the firſt Place it is by 
no means proved that the Quantity of Melaſſes 
1s limited ; for if the Prohibition were likely 


to become perpetual, can any one give Security 


that more Melaſſes would not be imported, or 
that ſuch a perpetual Prohibition would not 
encourage the Importation of Muſcovado, 

more 
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more perhaps for the Sake of the Melaſſes than 
the finer Parts of the Sugar; and altho' this 
might be attended with ſome Improvement of 
our Colonies, yet that Part of the Argument 
muſt fail, viz. That there would not be a 
ſufficient Quantity of Spirit to poiſon the Peo- 
ple. Beſides in Caſe of ſuch abſolute Scarcity, 
our good Friends the Dutch would not fail in 
their Aſſiſtance to ſupply us with Spirit, diſtilled 
perhaps from our own Corn. 

In the next Place we muſt conſider, what 
arc likely to be the Conſequences of not open- 
ing the Diſtillery. We know how ſtrong the 
Call of the landed Intereſt has Jately been, 
that it ſhould be opened. Then may we not 
reaſonably expect, tnat it will be much greater 
a Year or two hence, eſpecially if we ſhould 
have a great Plenty of Corn, the Landed Man 
and the Farmer will be outrageous at being de- 
priv'd of this ſuppoſed large Vent. The Duties 
which are laid on are very high, and therefore 
it is preſumed that the Conſumption at Home 
will be ſmall in Proportion. Now if the 
Prohibition were to be continued till greater 
Plenty ſhall come, the Clamor would be ſo great 
to have it open'd, that the Diſtillery would not 
readily ſubmit to the high Duites exacted at 
preſent ; therefore this ſeems to be the critical 


Juncture, at which we can make the beſt 


Teims in Favour of the Regulations neceſſar 

to be enforced, for the Safety of the People. 
It has been ſaid, that the high Duties laid upon 
Spirituous Liquors, being fo much above the 
intrintic 
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intrinſic Value of the Materials and Manu- 
facture, will be great Encouragement to 
Smuggling, and to Re-landing. "Theſe Ob- 
jections have undoubtedly great Weight, there- 
fore to obtain a more preciſe Idea of the Nature 
and Extent of them, we mult take Notice of 
the Difference between Smuggling and Re- 
landing, as likewiſe in what Circumſtances 
they are alike. To explain myſelf in this parti- 
cular Caſe, the Coſt of a Ton of Spirit would 
be about 14 J. if no Duty were laid on, but 
as there is an Impoſition 391. 7 5. 6 d. per 
Ton, in this Country, the fair Trader cannot 
ſell under 53 J. 75. 64. Now the Market 
Price of a Ton of Spirit, is Jeſs than 13 J. in 


Holland, therefore the Stauggler can run it in, 


and afford to fell it for 20 J. or 25 J. after all 
the Expences aad Riſks of that deſperate Pro- 


feſſion are allowed for. If the Duty in this 


Country were higher, he would find greater 
Temptations, and more Emolument from his 
Trade. Now let us ſce what the Re-lander 
wou'd do, If he were to receive no Bouny 
ty upon Exportation, nor any more for 
Drawback, than he had paid in the Duty, he 
would be ceteris paribus, upon equal Terms 
with the foreign Smuggler, for he would 
have his Spirit at prime Coſt, when he had 


got it out to Sea; (a like Allowance be- 


ing mace for Freight in both Caſes) indeed 
he would have ſome Diſadvantage in te- 
quiring a greater Capital, to enable him to ad- 
vance large a Duty, between the Tune of 


paying 
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paying it, and receiving the Drawback ; but 


as he is entitled to a Bounty by Law, and 
reaps moreover an illegal Profit by paying leſs 
than the nominal Duty, and receiving the 
whole nominal Duty in the Drawback, theſe 
Circumſtances conſtitute the peculiar Advan- 


tage which he has over the foreign Smuggler: 


This is the characteriſtical Difference between 
them. In general theſe Terms are uſed pro- 
miſcuouſly, as meaning theſame Thing, whereas 
there is a very effenti-l Difference. 

We pruceed to enquire what evil it is that 
we have to guard againſt, in the preſent In- 
ſtance : Whether meerly Smuggling on Ac- 
count of the high Duty laid on, or whether 
there be not a particular Advantage thrown 
into the Hands of the Re-lander, which will 
not only give him greatly the Odds of the Smug- 
gler, but which will become fo large a Temp- 
tation to his unlawful Trade, as to require the 
ſtricteſt and moſt ſevere Regulations to counter- 
act. The Engliſb Diſtiller is to pay for Duty 
upon a Ton of Spirit, the Sum of 3g J. 75. 
6 d. but if he enters the Spirit for Exporta- 
tion, he is to receive the Drawback of the 
whole nominal Duty, amounting to 4.44 25s. The 
Difference is 4/. 145. 6d. in Favour of the Re- 
lander. To this muſt be added a Bounty of 1/. 
10s. to be allowed fur the Exportation of a 
Ton of rectified Spirit making together 6/. 45. Gd. 
This Sum is upon Suppoſition that the Diſtiller 
pays 39 J. 7s. 6 d. for the Duty upon Expor- 
tation-Proof, whereas, if it ſhould turn out 

that 
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4 that he only pays this upon a Sale- proof Spirit, 


of a higher Standard than that by which he 
is entitled to the Draw-back, the following 
Arguments will be much ſtronger, but we will 
take the moſt favourable Suppoſition. Now 
when the Smuggler and Re-lander meet at Sea, 


if they compare Notes the Smuggler will ſay, 


I buy my Spirit in Hollaud, where Corn, Coals 
and Labour are cheaper than in Englana, and 
I can afford to ſell a Ton at leſs than 13 /. and 
gain as much as an Engliſbman could gain by 
ſelling at 14 J. The Re-lander on the other 
Hand will fay, it is true, that I could not get a 
living Profit if I were to ſell my Ton of Spirit 
under 14 /. (I ſuppoſe the Expences of Smug- 
gling and Re-landing to be equal) but the Go- 
vernment of England allow me a Bounty of 6 /. 
45. 6 d. upon every Ton of Spirit that I ex- 
port, therefore what coſts to Smuggler 13 J. 
only, ſtands me in 7/. 15 5s. 6 d. per Ton. 
which is ſuch an infinite Advantage in Favour of 
the Re-lander, as mult turn the chief Part of 
this Contraband Trade, in effect, into the 


Practice of Re- landing, though it may retain the 


Appearance of Smuggling. For if the Smug- 
gler knows his Buſineſs, he will purchaſe his 
Spirit where he can have it at the cheapeſt Rate, 
and that will be at any Place to which the 64. 
45. 6 d. will enable the Exporter to carry it. 
Thus the Smuggler will be the Perſon who ap- 
pears in the Tranſaction, while the Relander is 
all the Time behind the Scenes. Let us con- 
ſider in the next Place, under what Shape the 


Re-Janding 


WF 

Re-landing will be attempted. Certificates 
and other Regulations are propoſed, to ſecure 
to the Government the actual Delivery of the 
Spirit, in ſome foreign Parts before the Draw- 
back and Bounty are given. If theſe Regu- 
lations ſhould be effectual, in as great a De- 
gree as it is poſſible, yet the Evil is not con- 
quered, for it may be carried on under the 
Sanction, and in actual Conformity to the Law. 
Suppoſe for Inſtance, that a Merchant exports 
100 Ton, the original Price at 

14 I. per Ton 
The Bonus which he receives 
from the Government when 
the Spirit is actually landed in 
ſome foreign Part, at the Rate 

of 6/. 45. 6 d. per Ton 
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This Sum deducted from the for- 
mer leaves | 
The Freight Abroad, unlading 
the Spirit, and re-lading again 
with the Return-Freight, to 
England, at 1 J. per Ton, en- 
creaſes his Charge to 877 10 0 
Then it is run in, and ſome of his own Aſſo— 
ciates informs againſt him, and for his Infor- 
mation receives Half the Spirit when ſeized, 
that is to ſay 50 Ton. Now as the Parner- 
ſhip has been at the Charge of 877 J. 105. 
for 5o Ton of Spirit, or 17/. 10 5s. per Ton, 
whatever it is ſold for above that is clear Gain. 


777 10 0 


This is a Compoſition of Re-landing and 


Smugglin g. 
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Smuggling. I have now ſtated the Matter in 
the moſt diſadvantageous Way, but if any 
Practice ſhould obtain of procuring forged Cer- 
tificates, or ſome ſimilar Expedient to evade 
the Law, this Evil will be infinitely greater. 
No one can pretend to foreſee, and therefore 
no one can prevent all the poſſible Ways of 
evading any Law, if the Temptation to evade 
it be ſufficiently ſtrong. How can the Go- 
vernment be ſure that their own Officers may 
not aſſiſt? In the Caſe juſt ſuppoſed, it would 
be worth while to this re-landing Smuggler to 
bribe the Cuſtom-houſe Officer, as high as 
500 J. to permit him to re-land the 100 Ton 
entire. What are the Difficulties of thoſe who 
deal in theſe infamous Practices, or what 
Weight any Regulations may have to prevent 
them, I am quite ignorant, having never 
ved in a Sea-port Town, or near to the Coaſt ; 
therefore I will not preſume to enlarge upon 
this Point, but recommend it to the prudent 
and circumſpect Confideration of thoſe, who 
have Knowledge and Experience, 

Before we leave this Subject, we muſt ex- 
plain one Diſtinction farther, which is the moſt 
material of all. We have ſuppoſed, (and I 
think our Footing to be firm in this Suppoſition) 
that the Spirit may be afforded at the Price of 
17 J. 105. by the Re-lander. The Price of 
the Market is 54 J. per Ton to the fair Trader. 


Now if this Re-lander ſells his Spirit at fo 
high a Price as 501. he will indeed drive the 
fair Trader out of the Market, or compel him 
4 E to 


? 
15 
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to ſimilar Practices in his own Defence. Ev" I b 
one will recollect that there is a certain Tra Smug 
notoriouſly carried on in this very manner, a» the C 
which has been ſo carried on for many Yea; Mates 
But in the preſent Caſe this Oppreſſion up, With 
the fair Trader is but half the Evil to be fea the w 
ed, for theſe re-landing Smugglers will c little 
be contented to ſell the Spirit at the Price c p@libl 
50 J. at which the common People could n:this, 
get it, but they will be enabled, if they fu churaę 
it more advantageous, as they probably mut ſecure 
to ſell it at 28 J. or 30 J. a Ton, at which PricJulſt nc 
the common People can afford to drink it, na View 
ther than with three times the Profit at but in 
very limited a Market as that high PricMarke 
would cauſe it to be. This would compleat Malt l 
undo the fair Trader, and at the ſamfor the 
time totally defeat the great Object of tithis I 
Bill, which is to leſſen the home ConſumpticoRe-lat 
of ſpirituous Liquors. Nay, we ſhall be to Tail 
a Situation infinitely worſe than before thtion at 
Prohibition, as far as relates to Smuggling Th 
for at that time the Duty paid upon a Tone 
rectified Spirits was 17 J. 10s. whereas t'Gfow 
Draw-back allowed at Exportation amounteſecure 
to no more than 14 J. 145. therefore thetßpirit. 
was no fraudulent Advantage to encouraę ſt 
re-landing, and in conſequence it was only the B 
Evil of Smuggling which was to be ouardetheret 
againſt. Whereas at preſent, leſt a Duty Jectior 
40/. per Ton ſhould not be a ſufficient Temſtin the 
tion to the Smuggler, we give an addition 


. 


Premium of 6. 45. 6 d. to the Re-lander. Hupe 
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ver I have now gone through the Affair of 
rai Smuggling and Re-landing, which finiſhes 
an de Conſideration of the Diſtillery as far as 
en ates to domeſtick Conſumption and Policy 
apy With all its Conſequences ; and the Iſſue of 
fen the whole Matter is, that we wiſh to uſe as 
n little of any ſpirituous Liquor at home as 
ce c phllible; but to make Compenſation for 
| n: this, it is propoſed to give ſuch an En- 
fin COuragement upon the Exportation as ſhall 
nul ſecure to them the foreign Market. We have 
Pricjuſt now ſet the Bonus upon Exportation with 
„na View to re-land, at 6/. 45. 6 d. per Ton, 
at but in the Caſe of Exportation for Sale at foreign 
PricMarkets, we muſt deduct 105. for the new 
eat Malt Duty which has been laid on this Year ; 
ſam for the Merchant cannot re-imburſe himſelf for 
th this Tax upon the foreign Conſumer, tho' the 
ptioRe-lander will plead this at the Exgliſb Market 
be to raiſe his Price: Therefore the Sum in Queſ- 
> thtiop at preſent is 5 J. 14 5. 6d. per Ton. 
ling The Advocates for giving this Bonus offer 
on okwo Reaſons, firſt, that it will encourage the 
s th Stowth of Corn; and, ſecondly, that it will 
unte ſecure to us the Manufacture of this Corn into 
thetßpirit. The Merit of the firſt Part of this 
ur ion ſtands upon the ſame Foundation as 
y the Bounty Bill for the Exportation of Corn; 
ardetherefore I have been ſurpriſed to hear Ob- 
aty Jeetions made to the Quantity of Wheat uſed 
mp: the Diſtillery ; for Wheat exported 1s as far 
tion em touching the Lips of Engliſhmen in the 
Wy Shape of Food, as Wheat converted into a 

1 E 2 pi 
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ſpirituous Liquor; and we are juſt come ff. 


the Experience, that the Government has! 
Hands upon the Corn which had been rai. 
for the Diſtillery, as well as that which! 


been cultivated for Exportation in the late & 


city of Corn. A plain Proof that the gre . 


the Conſumption of Wheat in Time of Pler 


the greater Reſources we have to keep off i 


Day of Famine. It would be happy for: 
French, or any Wine-growing Country, if 
prohibiting occaſionally the Exportation 
Brandy, the People could live upon Grz 
in the Dearth of Proviſions. This by the by. 

Let us now proceed to aſcertain the Lin 


of the firſt Part of this Queſtion, in which: 


muſt attend to this Principle, that it is beci 
the Exportation of Spirit occaſions a Conſun 


tion of Corn that a Bounty is prop! 
Therefore our Rule muſt be to allow as m. 
per Buſhel, or per Quarter upon the C 
conſumed to make ſuch Spirit, as is allo. 


.upon the Corn exported in Conſequence 


the Bounty-Bill. According to the 6th 
Geo. II. Cap. 17. a Bounty of 1 I. 105. 
allowed upon the Exportation of a Ton 
Spirit, upon Suppoſition that 12 Quarter 
Malt or Barley were uſed to make it ; but! 
Diſtillers ſeem now to lay a Claim to 
Bounty upon 8 Quarters of Barley or M. 


and 4 of Wheat, which would amount 


10 s. more; but this is not argumentative, 
if 12 Quarters of Malt ever would mak 
Ton of Spirit, they will now; and the © 
Purp 
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Purpoſe for which the Diſtillers put Wheat into 
the Compoſition, is to make more than a Ton 
from the ſame Bulk of Waſh. * Added to this, 
the Value of the Grains for the Hoggery, and 
the Method that the Diſtillers are got into, of 
reckoning their Quarters of Corn by Weight 
inſtead of Meaſure ; all theſe Conſiderations 
wil! cancel his Right to the additional 105. 
In ſhort, if 8 Quarters of Malt or Barley, and 
4 of Wheat, were put into the Waſh, and 
the whole Virtue extracted till the Grains 
were abſolutely of no Value for the Hog- 
gery, and morcover, if theſe 12 Quarters 
were taken by Meaſure, and not by Weight, 
in this Caſe I ſhould not think that there could 
be any Doubt of their making ſo much more 
than one Ton of Spirit of Exportation-Proof 
as to juſtify the Deduction of the 10s. in 
Queſtion ; for the Exporter of Spirit muſt not 
be allowed a Bounty upon a greater Quantity 
of Corn than does actually enter into the Ton 
of Spirit #, At leaſt, this cannot be juſtified 
from the Principle of the Act of the 6th of 


the 


* It is ſaid in this Place, that the Exporter of Corn 
is indeed allowed but 25. 6 d. upon a Quarter of Malt or 
Barley, and 5s. upon Wheat, but that by Frauds in 
Meaſuring at Exportation, it proves more in Fact: 
Therefore let us make a correſponding Allowance to the 
Exporter of Spirit. This is, to be ſure, contrary both to 
the Letter and Spirit of the Bounty-Bill, and I fear it ſel- 
dom happens otherwiſe in the caſe of Bounties ; but if this 
be known and connived at in the Exportation of Corn, for 
any other Reaſon but mere Indolence, the ſame Connivance 
and Partiality ſhould be ſhewn to the Exporter of Spirit, 
But this Difference is not worth taking into the Account. 


| 
| | 
|| 
| 
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the King, or from the Tenor of our preſent 
Reaſoning. 

Therefore, 1 I. 10 5. is the Sum which the 
Publick has allotted for the Exportation of 
the raw Commodity. How much more would 
it be reaſonable to allow for the Encourage- 
ment of the Manufacture? Would an addi- 
tional Premium of 4 J. 45. 6 d. be the proper 
Sum ? Indeed we may put the Merits of this 
Queſtion upon a very ſhort Iſſue, and venture to 
bring in our Verdict in the Negative. Has it ever 
been thought worth while to give more than the 
Expence of the whole Manufacture, to encou- 
rage any Manufacture? In the preſent Inſtance, 
the Coſt of converting the Corn into Spirit, is not 
above 40 or 50 5. per Ton, yet we are to give 
double the Sum by Way of Encouragement. 
How would this appear in another Inſtance. 
Suppoſe the Manufacture of a Piece of Cloth 
to colt 20 J. would any one be juſtified in the 
Eye of the Public, to propoſe a Bounty of 40l. 
to encourage the Exportation of every ſuch 
Piece? But indeed it would be Time ſpent from 
the Purpoſe, to enlarge upon ſo clear a Point. 

I muſt inſert one Caution in this Place, that 
this Queſtion does not conſiſt of two Parts 
diſtinct from each other, ſuppoſing that we 
give 1/. 10s. on Account of the Corn ex- 


| 2 and the remaining 41. 45. 6 d. for the 


anufacture; for this would imply that the 
firſt Sum of 1 /. 10s, did not act as an En- 
couragement to the Manufacture; whereas we 
muſt obſerve, that it is the aggregate Sum 


5 J. 
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5 1.145. 6 d. which is really and finally fo. 
This is a very artful and miſlleading Diſ- 
tinction; therefore we muſt ſtate the Queſ- 
tion ſimply thus: Shall we give 5/. 143. 6 d. 
to encourage the Manufacture of Corn into 
Spirit? The Anſwer to this, follows from the 
laſt Argument a fortiori. If any one doubts 
whether the Bounty upon the Corn is in 
this Caſe, a Bounty upon the Manufacture, the 
Anſwer is this, that in all Caſes the Exporter re- 
ceives the Advantage of the Bounty: ergo, in 
this Inſtance, the Exporter of the Spirit. Many 
People ſeem to think that it is the foreign Con- 
ſumer, or Manufacturer, who receives the 
Bounty, whereas the Matter ſtands thus : In 
Holland ſuppoſe, the Price of Corn upon an A- 
verage is lower than in England, and yet we 
want to fell our Corn at their Market; what 
muſt be the Conſequence ? The Farmer will 
not ſend it to Holland at that Diſadvantage, 
therefore the Publick muſt pay the Difference 
if we inſiſt upon having the Market. Either 
Corn according to the natural Price of Things is 
lower in Holland, than in England, or it is our 
Bounty upon the Exportation which occafions 
this. If it be according to the natural Courſe 
of Trade (as it really is) no one can complain 
that we give Bounties to a foreign Country. If 
it be our Exportation that lowers the Price, 
then the Eugliſb Diſtiller avails himſelf of the 
ſame Advantage, and can no longer complain 
that the Dutch get Corn at a cheaper Rate; be- 
ing himſelf likewiſe benefited by the Bounty. 
In 
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In ſhort, 4 J. 45. 6 d. of the aggregate Sum 
he receives for the Encouragement of his 
Manufacture, and 1 I. 10 5. to enable him to 
buy his Corn cheaper; a Diſtinction in Words, 
but where is the Difference | 
This Matter being ſtated, I think we are fo 


far ſecure in our Argument, that whatever be 


the proper Encouragent, 5/. 145. 6 d. is cer- 
tainly too much. We might therefore pro- 
ceed, as many do, to conſider what it would 
be worth white to give ; but I think the better 
Way would be to enquire what is the leaſt 
Sum that will be ſufficient, as being a more 
proper Queſtion for the Public to be informed 
of, than to be told how much it would be 
worth while to give, rather than not obtain 
their End. Suppoſe for Inſtance, that there 
ſhould be Reaſon to believe (and the contrary 
has never yet been proved) that the Bounty 
which is at preſent given upon the Exportation 
of the Corn, being transferred to the rectified 
Spirit, would effect our Purpoſe ; Would it 
not be very prepoſterous to pay voluntarily a 
greater Price, becauſe in Caſe of Neceſſity, we 
would rather do ſo than fail ? This becomes a 
Matter of Bargain and Sale, between the Diſ- 
tiller and the Government ; the Diſtiller will 
ſay to himſelf, 1/7. 10 5. would indeed be ſuf- 
ficient to enable me to export, but if I can 
make the Government believe the contrary, 
they will give 40 or 50 Shillings rather than be 
fruſtrated. The Government reaſon juſt in the 


_ oppoſite Way (at leaſt they ought) we give a 


Bounty 


# 
y 
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Bounty of 17. 105. for the Exportation 


of Corn; and we know, that it is more 


than enough for that Purpoſe ; perhaps, 
therefore, if we were to transfer this to the 
Diſtiller, it would be a ſufficient Encourage- 
ment to him to export a Ton of Spirit, which 
containing as we preſume, a correſponding 
Quantity of Corn, is ſo far juſt, according to the 


Principle of the Bounty-Bill : and morcover we 


ſhould by this Means obtain a Manufacture: 
for altho it would be worth while to give ſome- 
thing more to the Encouragement ot the Ma- 
nufacture, yet if we can effect two Purpoſes, 
with one Expence, it will be. ſo much Money 
ſaved to the Public; and as Stewards for the 
Public, it is incumbent upon us to purchaſe 
every Advantage at the leaſt expenſive Rate. 

It has beet ſaid, that the Dutch can make 
a Ton of Spirit for 2 J. leſs than the Engliſh, 
and this moſt certainly is the utmoſt Limit; 
therefore it follows, beyond Contradiction, 
that 2 J. 10 5. given to the Engliſb Diſtiller, 
would enable him to underſell the Dulcb, 
and that whatever is given beyond this, 
muſt be all unneceſſary, as cur Point is ac- 
compliſhed when we have recovered the Mar- 


ket for Corn-Spirit out of their Hands; for 


we think it hard (and not without Reaſon) 
that the Dutch ſhould purchaſe our own Corn 


to diſtil in Holland, and thereby poſſeſs them- 
ſelves of the Market for Corn- Spirit to our to- 
tal Excluſion: But let us examine the Matter a 
little more minutely : How do we know that 


IF the 
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the Dutch can aftord a Ton of Spirit cheaper 


by 2 J. than we can? As this ſeems to be a 
very large proportional Sum, let us look a lit- 
tle into the diſtinct Articles. Firſt we will ſup- 
poſe, that they can get their Corn cheaper by 
155. Therefore the remaining 1 /. 5 s. they can 
ſave no where elſe, but upon the Operation of 
converting the Corn into Spirit. Now the whole 
Expence of this Article in England is but 2 J. 
10 s. therefore the Dutch Diſtillers muſt make a 
Ton of Spirit for 1 J. 5 s. that is to ſay, they 
muſt do as much Work for 25 s. as colts 
50 Shillings in England, which is underwork- 
ing the Engl/h at the Rate of 50 per Cent. 
Can any one who is at all acquainted with 
the Principles of Trade, ſuppoſe a Thing 


ſo extravagant? I think the largeſt Allowance 


that can with any Shadow of Reaſon be made, 
is to ſet this Article at 20 per Cent. in which 
Caſe the Saving upon it will be 10s. which 
added to the former, makes 25 6. We ſhould 
not make ſo large an Allowance as this of 20 per 
Cent. if it were not in particular Conſideration 
of the Quantity of Coals uſed in this Manu- 
facture above any other; for ſtrange as the 
Poliey may appear, yet ſo is the Fact, that Fo- 
reigners Can get our Coals at a cheaper Rate 
than we can ourſelves in London. It has been 
obſerved above, that our Diſtiller in Conſequence 
of the high Duties to which he is ſubject, 1s 


driven 1 into a leſs advantageous Method of Wor k- 


ing, than if he were free from ſuch an oppret- 
fave, tho' indiſpenſible Tax. For this Conſide- 


ration 
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ration we will allow 5s. making with the fore- 
going Articles, the Sum of 1/7. 1o s. which I 
ſhould think to be a very large Allowance for 
the Difference of Price, between the Dutch and 
Engliſh Spirit. People are inclined, eſpecially 
when it will ſerve the Purpoſe of a preſent Ar- 
gument, to ſpeak of the Cheapneſs of Labour 
and Coals in Holland, as ſomething indefinite or 
infinite; but this would prove too much; for 
Coals and Labour are Ingredients in every Ma- 
nufacture, and I might add Corn, as that which 
greatly regulates the Price of Proviſions. There- 
fore if the Dutch can work 50 per Cent. cheaper 
in this Inſtance than we do, they muſt be able 
to do ſomething like it in any other. In ſhort, 
whatever Way we take it, we cannot think 
that there is more than the Difference of 
1 J. 10 s. between the Enghiſh and Dutch in the 
Manufacture of a Ton of Spirit which coſts 
12 J. or 14 J. for this is the Difference of 10 
or 12 per Cent. | 

We may get ſome Idea of the Queſtion from 
the Price of Corn in cach Country, for Corn is 
a Manufacture. How ſhould it come to pals 
that 155. ſhould be enough to ſecure to us the 
Market for the Corn, which enters into a Ton 
of Spirit, and which coſts about 10 J. (I mean 
the Corn which is ſufficient to make a Ton of 
Exportation-Proot-Spirit of 2 52 Gallons,) and 
yet that 5/. 145. 6 d. ſhould be required to 
accompliſh this in the ſame Manufacture one 
Step removed of no more than the additional 
Value of 2/. or 3/.? One would imagine 


5 from 
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from hence, that the Material was worth 
leſs when manufactured into Spirit, than be- Ib. 
fore the Operation, as we think ourſelves | 
obliged to enable the Diſtiller to ſell it for Ir 
leſs. 
I would aſk the Advocates for giving this e- tt 


normous Sum to the Manufacture, how they 


b know that a leſs Sum would not do, or from 8h 
what Experience of Fact they conclude, that Nd 
all Advantage ariſing from the Difference u 
between the real and nominal Duty, being ne 
out of the Queſtion, merely the Bounty of tr 
1 J. 10s. per Ton would not effect the de- Ir 
fired Purpoſe. I do not challenge Arguments u 
which may be drawn from Opinions bet— fa 
ter perhaps than mine, but Argument from m 
Experience, to render this Concluſion va- is 
| lid; and I do this with more Confidence, as I al 
1 can venture to affirm, that this Experiment C 
; never has yet been tried in any Degree; for the W 
Engliſh rectified Corn- Spirit, and the Dutch th 
rectified Corn- Spirit, have never yet appeared tic 


upon equal Terms at any Market. The Eng- I 
liſb Diſtiller pay'd before the Prohibition, 171. * 
10 5. Duty upon the rectified Spirit, and re- it 


| ceived for Drawback no more than 14 J. 145. to 
conſequently loſt 2/. 16 s. upon Exportation. to 
Now we conclude, becauſe the Eng/i/h Mer- A 
chant could not obtain the foreign Market un- ty 


der the Ditadvantage of 2 J. 16 5. per Ton, Vc 
| that nothing leſs than a Bonus of 5/. 145. 6d. 

will be ſufficient to procure it: This is a great of 
| Stride indeed. Surely ſuch Premiſes, and ſuch af 
| a Con- 
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a Concluſion, never met in one Syllogiſm 
before. 


People ſeem to be led into this Miſtake by 
Inattention: They reaſon thus; We find that 


a Bonus of 3 J. 12 5. will not procure to us 


the Market for raw Spirit, therefore we cannot 
expect ieſs than 5/. 145. 64. to be enough for 


the rectified, not conſidering that there is 


no Market at all for the raw Spirit, except 
upon the Coaſt of Africa, and therefore 


no Opportunity for the Experiment to be 


tried, ſo that the Analogy fails entirely. If 
indeed we had found that a Bonus of 3 J. 12 5. 
upon the Exportation of rectified Spirit had 
failed hitherto, then indeed 5/. 145. 69d. 
might not have appeared ſo exorbitant, but it 
is o far from this, that we have no Proof from 
abſolute Experience, that the Eugliſb rectified 
Corn Spirit would not have its Share of the 
Market, if it were but upon equal Terms with 
the Dutch. But if it be really a Conſidera- 
tion (as no one can doubt) to obtain any 
Manufacture at the leaſt Publick Expence, 
why ſhould we not try a reaſonable Sum, and 
if that ſhould not ſucceed, it would then be time 
to conſider whether it would be worth while 
to give more; but in the preſent Caſe without 
any ſuch previous Enquiry, we are to give 
twice as much as the whole Expence of con- 
yerting the Corn into Spirit amounts to. 

It is very ſurpriſing to conſider how the 


different Modes of doing the fame, ſeem to / - 
aſtect the real Merits of any Queſtion ; the 


In- 
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Inſtance is before us, if ſpirituous Liquors in- 


' ſtead of the high Duties to which they are liable, 


were ſubject to none at all, and by conſequence 
entitled to no Draw- back, would any Man 
living have propoſed in a ſingle Reſolution to 
give a Bounty of 5 J. 145. 6 d. upon the Ex- 
portation of a Ton of Spirit; yet where is the 
Difference to the Public, whether we do this 
ourſelves in a ſingle Act, or connive at the 
Thing when done. The Diſtillers have, on 
their part, defrauded the Public of its juſt 
Revenue by their Tricks and Evaſions; yet 
who ſtands up on the other ſide for the Public 
Cauſe, or who refuſes Countenance to theſe 
Frauds, We all know that numberlei; 
Frauds are committed throughout the whole 
Syſtem of Draw-backs and Bounties, tho' none 
in ſo great a Degree as Caſe before us; ſurely 
therefore it is an Object worthy of our Atten- 
tion as a Matter of Revenue, and in itſelf 
highly laudable to correct thoſe Evils under 
which the Public Labours, rather than to per- 
mit them with our Eyes open, and encourage 
their farther Progreſs. | 
Something fimular to this happened former- 
ly with regard to the Draw-back allowed upon 
the Exportation of Malt, as appears by an 
Act of 12 Geo. I. Cap. 4. Set. 48. The 
Grievance complained of in the Preamble is, 
Mutatis Mutandis, a perfect Pattern of the Caſe 
before us; I ſhall inſert it as follows: © And 
% whereas it has been found by Experience, 
te that the Drawbacks given by the ſeveral A“ 
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of Parliament relating to the Duties on 
Malt out of the Duties by the ſaid Acts 
granted for and upon the Exportation of 
Malt from Great Britain to Parts beyond 
e the Seas, do very 
e charged upon the ſame Malt at the time of 
„Making 
Deſcription of the Manner in which Frauds 
- were committed.) 


much exceed the Duties 
thereof, &c.” Here follows a 


« Yet nevertheleſs the Ex- 
« porters demand and inſiſt upon it, that they 


„ were to have a Drawback of Six-pence for 


e eve 
+ « as aforeſaid, although the ſame Malt ſo ex- 


Buſhel of Malt ſo by them exported 


ce ported by their fraudulent Way of Working 
« the ſame, is worth little more than the 


% Drawback paid and allowed upou the Ex- 
portation thereof, to the great Diſparagement 


« of the Brit; Malt in foreign Parts, and 


the Diminution of his Majeſty's Duties upon 


Malt; for remedy whereof be it enacted, c. 
If the ſame Remedy would be effectual in 
the preſent Caſe, which was applied in that, we 
may ſoon get rid of the Evil; by that Act all 
Malt intended for Exportation was exempted, 


under proper Regulations, from all Duties; 


conſequently being intitled to no Drawback, 
the Opportunity of making any fraudulent 
Advantage by the Difference between the no- 
minal and real Duties was intercepted. 


The Caſes are ſo excecdingly ſimilar, that I 


cannot refrain from drawing the Parallel. The 


Government wanted to encourage the Exporta- 


tion of Malt as we now do of Spirit, for which 


Reaſon 
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Reaſon 4 Bounty of 25. 6 d. per Quarter was 
given, which Bounty by this preſent Act is 
transferred to the rectified Spirit, and to com- 
pleat the Similitude, the nominal Duties were 
drawn back upon Exportation, upon Preſump- 
tion that they had been really paid. This com- 
pound Sum ariſing from the Bounty intended 
by Parliament, and the beneficial Part of the 


Drawback, which was not intended as a Boun- 


ty, but operated virtually to the ſame Purpole, 
being much more than ſufficient to encourage 
Exportation, the Superfluity was ſo much 
Publick Money ſpent in vain to the great De- 
triment of the Revenue. This is likewiſe the 
Expectation which we have in the preſent 
Caſe. The Public will be out of Pocket 
5 J. 145. 6 d. upon every Ton of Spirit which 
ſhall be exported: And this is fet at the 
loweſt; for the moſt ſtrenuous Friends to the 
Bill acknowledge this upon the Suppoſition of 
the actual Duty paid being to the nominal Im- 
poſt as 17/. 105. to 191. 12s. but if the 
Difference ſhould be greater than this, as there 
is reaſon to fear that it may be, the Go- 
vernment will pay a greater Sum upon the Ex- 
portation of each Ton; perhaps 20, 3o, or 
405. more; perhaps as far as 8 J. a Ton; and 
ſtill I know ſanguine People will think that 1 
am very ſhort of the Mark. To what amount 
the Detriment of the Public Revenue will be 
in conſequence of this Regulation I cannot 


pretend to aſcertain, as I cannot gueſs how 


many Ton are likely to be exported. This, ! 
pn think, 


(41) 
think, muſt infallibly be the Conſequence, 


that no other Corn-Spirit can vie with the 
Engliſb at any open Market; for our Diſtillers 


will be enabled to ſell the manufactured Com- 


modity for leſs than the Prime Coſt of the 
Materials, which will afford a new Problem 
for the Curious in Commercial Enquiries 
to ſolve, if it will not procure to us the 
Refuſal of all the Markets where we ofter. I 
ſhould add, that the Engliſb Diſtillers will 
not only be able to fell under the Prime Coſt 
of the Materials, but to do ſo with greater 
Profit than any foreign Diſtillers can gain by 
ſelling at the ordinary Market Price. 

I chuſe to avoid the Riſque of ſpecifying 
preciſe Quantities in ſo new a Queſtion as this 
of Exportation, in which this Kingdom has 
hitherto had neither actual nor preſumptive 
Experience ; yet I cannot ſee what ſhould ob- 
ſtruct the Inference, that the univerſal foreign 
Market for Corn-Spirit ſhould fall into our 
Hands, No one can mean to object to the Ex- 
tent of the foreign Demand for any Britiſh Ma- 
nufacture, but the Diſcontent ariſes from the in- 
ordinate Expence to the Public at which this 
Market is to be ſupplied; more eſpecially when 

e greater Part of this Expence is unne- 
ceſſary. The Conſumption of Corn-Spirit in 
England has been formerly to the amount of 
30 thouſand Tons per Annum, and I with that 
the foreign Demand might be of an equal 
Quantity, provided we could obtzin the Cuſtom 
for it upon reaſonable Terms, ſuppoſe at 1 /. 195. 

(; per 
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Reaſon 4 Bounty of 25. 6 d. per Quarter was 
given, which Bounty by this preſent Act is 
transferred to the rectified Spirit, and to com- 
pleat the Similitude, the nominal Duties were 
drawn back upon Exportation, upon Preſump- 
tion that they had been really paid. This com- 
pound Sum ariſing from the Bounty intended 
by Parliament, and the beneficial Part of the 
Drawback, which was not intended as a Boun- 
ty, but operated virtually to the ſame Purpoſe, 
being much more than ſufficient to encourage 
Exportation, the Superfluity was ſo muck 
Publick Money ſpent in vain to the great De- 
triment of the Revenue. This is likewiſe the 
Expectation which we have in the preſent 
Caſe. The Public will be out of Pocket 
5 J. 145. 6d. upon every Ton of Spirit which 
ſhall be exported: And this is ſet at the 
loweſt; for the moſt ſtrenuous Friends to the 
Bill acknowledge this upon the Suppoſition of 
the actual Duty paid being to the nominal Im- 
poſt as 17 J. 10s. to 19/. 125. but if the 
Difference ſhould be greater than this, as there 
is reaſon to fear that it may be, the Go- 
vernment will pay a greater Sum upon the Ex- 
portation of each Ton; perhaps 20, 3o, or 
40s. more; perhaps as far as 8 J. a Ton; and 
ſtill I know ſanguine People will think that 1 
am very ſhort of the Mark. To what amount 
the Detriment of the Public Revenue will be 
in conſequence of this Regulation I cannot: 
pretend to aſcertain, as I cannot gueſs how 
many Ton are likely to be exported. This, ! 

F think, 


think 


that 
Engl. 
will | 
modi: 
Mate 
for 
to ſ 
Refu 
ſhoul 
not 0 
of tt 
Profi 
ſellin 
TD 
prec 
of J 
hith« 
Exp. 
ſtruc 
Mar. 
Han 
tent 
nufa 
Or di. 
Mar 
the 


% * 


(41) 


think, muſt infallibly be the Conſequence, 


that no other Corn-Spirit can vie with the 
Engliſb at any open Market ; for our Diſtillers 
will be enabled to fell the manufactured Com- 
modity for leſs than the Prime Coſt of the 
Materials, which will afford a new Problem 
For the Curious in Commercial Enquiries 
to ſolve, if it will not procure to us the 
Refuſal of all the Markets where we offer. I 
ſhould add, that the Engliſb Diſtillers will 
mot only be able to ſell under the Prime Coſt 
of the Materials, but to do ſo with greater 
Profit than any foreign Diſtillers can gain by 
ſelling at the ordinary Market Price. 

I chuſe to avoid the Riſque of ſpecifying 
preciſe Quantities in ſo new a Queſtion as this 
of Exportation, in which this Kingdom has 
hitherto had neither actual nor preſumptive 
Experience; yet I cannot ſee what ſhould ob- 
ſtruct the Inference, that the univerſal foreign 
Market for Corn-Spirit ſhould fall into our 
Hands, No one can mean to object to the Ex- 
tent of the foreign Demand for any Britiſh Ma- 
nufacture, but the Diſcontent ariſes from the in- 
ordinate Expence to the Public at which this 
Market is to be ſupplied; more eſpecially when 
the greater Part of this Expence is unne- 
ceſſary. The Conſumption ot Corn-Spirit in 
England has been formerly to the amount of 
Zo thouſand Tons per Annum, and I wiſh that 
the foreign Demand might be of an equal 
Quantity, provided we could obtain the Cuſtom 
for it upon reaſonable Terms, ſuppoſe at 1 /. 195. 
a S per 
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per Ton; which would amount to the Sum 
45,000 J. per Annum, and for our Money v. 


ſhould have to ſay, that we had encouraged th 


Exportation of the correſponding Quantity 


Corn, and the Manufacture of ſo much C + 
into Spirit; but the Exportation of ſo mud 
Spirit at 5 /. 145. 6 d. per Ton, would cc 
171,750 
which would be 126,750 J. more than mn, 
per Ton would do 
and 100,c00 more than it would be won 
while to give at any Rate; eſpecially at 


to the Public the Sum of 


ceſſary, if 1 4. 105. 


Time, when more than ordinary Frugality! 

required. 
I do not mean to infer any thing from th 
reciſe Sums mentioned, becauſe I can 
have the leaſt Authority or even Preſumptio 
to ſuppoſe, that this will be the Quantity ei 
ported; but if all the Markets which we expe! 
to ſupply, will conſume as much as England hi 
formerly done, what I have deſcribed will be th 
State of the Matter. Thoſe who have bee 
Friends to the Bill, have mentioned as th 
Object of Exportation to furniſh our Trat 
upon the Coaſt of Africa; our own Shi 
Stores, for which there is a particular Clauſ: 
the Northern Colonies in America; the Nei 
foundland and Greenland Fiſheries, and ell: 
where. I muſt obſerve that altho' Corn-Spiti 
cannot come into Competition with Rums an 
French Brandies at an equal Price, yet if th 
Lownels of their Price be more than ſufficie! 
to compenſate for the Inferiority of their Flavou' 
the 
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their can be no doubt but that we ſhall in ſome 
Degree vie with them. Whether all theſe Arti- 
cles may be compared with what has been the 
Conſumption of this Iſland, I can make no 
Gueſs, but I wanted a particular Sum to ex- 
plain myſelf more diſtinctly upon. I have 
Fendeavoured to ſhew that an Advantage of 
® x1. 10s. given by the Public to the Engliſb 
3 3 Diſtiller, would put him upon a Par with 
; t Foreigners; but to make this go on with 


F 
4 


* Alacrity, we may allow 2/. per Ton, and 
at; .: . 
„this, to be ſure, is the fartheſt that we can 
171 go; for indeed if every Manufacture were to 
receive ſimilar Encouragement at the public 


tt Expence, the Exchequer muſt ſoon become a 
= © Bankrupt; therefore when this Sum of 2 /. is 
Io 


ſubtracted from 5/. 145. 6 d. the remaining 
31. 145. 64. per Ton we muſt conclude to 
be ſo much public Money thrown away. 


Having ſtated the Inconveniencies and Un- 
45 certainty of ſome of the Proviſions in the Bill, 
ve come to conſider the Remedies which have 
tl: ® been propoſed, or heretofore applied in Caſes 
ra ſimilar to this. As to the Uncertainty of the 
hy Price of Spirits for home Conſumption, as far 
uſ as depends upon the Quantity of Duty paid, 
gh it muſt be obſerved that the Grievance Which 


we complain of 1s not merely that the real 
Duties fall ſhort of the nominal, (for that 
would be eafily remedied by laying them 
higher) but that we are ignorant of the Pro- 
portions which they bear to each other, and 
therefore that we are laying on Taxes in the 


Dark. 
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Dark. If a Method could be hit upon to 


make the nominal Duty yield an equal actual 


Payment, then indeed not only this Uncer— 
ainty would be removed, but likewiſe all the 
Difference between the Duty and Drawback, 
with all Inconveniencies upon the Exportation, 
would ceaſe. But we muſt not expect to aſ- 
certain ſuch groſs Matters as theſe with the 
Accuracy and Preciſion of Science; therefore 
we ſhould have no Reaſon to be diſcontented, 
if we could but get ſo far as to know how 
much the nominal Duties do produce without 
loſing our Time in the Purſuit of ſuch Per- 
fection as mult always be unattainable in theſe 
Matters. Some People would have the Di- 
ſtillers confined to the Uſe of Malt, to the 
End that the Duties might not be ſo eaſily 
evaded. The Method of gaging the Waſh 
for the Purpoſe of levying the Duty, was in- 
vented upon the Preſumption of uſing only 
Malt, which, Quantity for Quantity, will 
yield leſs Spirit than Wheat, and require 
more Water; therefore we ſhould, in Fact, 
raiſe the actual Duty, and ſoon know with 
tolerable Certainty, what Proportion of the no- 
minal Duty would be paid. There is one fun- 
damental Objection againſt this; for if we 
conſider the Diſtillery as a Magazine for Bread- 
Corn, as every one does, this Purpoſe is en- 


tirely fruſtrated by excluding Wheat. To 


obviate this Difficulty, it has been propoſed to 
compute the Lengths of the Waſh, low Wines 
and Spirit afreſh, according to the Quantity of 

Wheat, 


* 
Y 


* 
. 
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Wheat, as limitted by the Bill; but this would 
f be a great deal of Trouble, and the Iſſue very 


recarious ; therefore if any thing effectual 


* ſhould be attempted, it had better be in a 
more fundamental Way. A Hint with regard 
to this Point has been dropt in the Beginning 
of theſe Papers, but I have no Attachment 
to one Mode preferably to any other of equal 


Efficacy. All that I mean to inſiſt upon is 


this, that it cannot be, in any Caſe, a becom- 
ing thing for Government to content themſelves 
with a ſpeculative Expedient, where they may 


go diſcreetly and directly to the Point. 

As to the Inconveniences likely to ariſe from 
the Drawbacks allowed upon Exportation, 
they may be removed, without interfering with 
any other Point, in a very ſimple and effica- 
cious Manner, by following the Example of 
an Act of the 12th Year of the late King, 


with regard to Frauds committed in the Expor- 
tation of Malt. As this is not a new Propoſi- 
tion of mine, but an Experiment already ap- 


proved, there is no occaſion for any Comment. 
However, I ſhall inſert an Abridgment of the 


Act referred to, that any one may judge of the 
Practicability of applying it in the preſent In- 
| ſtance. The Preamble has already been cited 


in Argument, the exacting Clauſes follow. 
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Stat. 12 Geo. I. cap. 4. Se. 48. No 
Malt made for Exportation ſhall be charged 
with the Duties, and no Drawback ſhall be 
allowed for Malt exported. | 

Sect. 49. Makers of Malt ſhall, be. 
fore they wet any Corn to be made into Malt 
for Exportation, leave Notice in Writing with 
the Officer, of the Quantities of Corn intended 
to be contained in each Steeping ; which Corn 
ſhall be kept ſeparate from all other Corn to be 
made into Malt for Home Conſumption, on 
Penalty of 5 s. ivr every Buſhel. 

Se. 5o. No Maker of Malt ſhall be- 
gin to wet Corn to make into Malt for Expor- 
tation, above ſix Days before all the Corn he 
may have Working on his Floors for Home 
Conſumption ſhall be dried off; nor ſhall he 
begin to wet Corn ſr Home Conſumption 
above fix Days before all the Corn on his Floors 
for Exportation be dried and locked up; on For- 
feiture of 5 5. for every Buſhel. | 
| Sef. 51. When the Malt intended 
to be exported ſhall be fully dried and fit for 
Exportation, it ſhall, in the Preſence of the 
Officer, be meaſured and carried directly on 
Ship-board, or elſe into Store-houſes, to be 
kept apart from all other Malt, under two 
Locks ; one of the Locks to be provided by the 
Proprietor, and the other by the Officer, at the 
Expence of the Proprietor, whereof one Key 
to be kept by the Proprietor, and the other by 
the Officer ; till the ſame be delivered out for 
Exportation. 
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Seck. 52. It ſhall be lawful for the 
Superviſors and Officers, during the Steeping 


of the Corn ſo intended for Exportation, and 


till the ſame be dried and lock'd up, to gauge 
and take an Account thereof in all its Opera- 
rations, as in Caſe the Duties were to be charged 
thereon, 

Seth. 53. When any Maker or Proprie- 
tor of Malt for Exportation ſhall be defirous 
to take away any of the Malt for Exportation, 
and ſhall thereof give Notice in Writing to the 
Officer forty Hours before the Time he ſhall 
deſire to take out the ſame, expreſſing in ſuch 
Notice the Quantity of the Malt, and the Port 
to which the ſame is to be removed; the Officer 
is required to attend at the Place where the 
Malt is locked up, and to ſee the Malt mea- 
ſured and delivered out. 

Sect. 54. The Officers ſhall keep an 
Account of the Malt ſo delivered out, and 
of the Perſons to whom it belongs, and ſhall 
give ſuch Perſon a Certificate to the Officer of 
the Diviſion to which it is intended to be re- 
moved, who ſhall file the ſame, and make an 
Entry thereof ; and in Caſe the Proprietor ſhall 
neglect to deliver ſuch Certificate, he ſhall for- 
feit 5o/. 

Sect, 55, It ſhall be lawful! for any 
Officers for the Duties on Malt, not only to at- 
tend the Meaſuring thereof, but alſo to continue 
on Board ſuch Ships till they ſhall be cleared 
their Ports, 
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Sect. 56. During the Shipping of Malt 
for Exportation, at all ſuch Times as the 
Proprietors ſhall not be actually ſhipping Mer- 
chandizes, the Hatches of the Ships ſhall be 
kept locked with two Locks at each Hatch, 
one of the Locks to be provided and the Key 
kept by the Proprietors, and the other Lock to 
be provided and the Key kept by the Officer; 
and the Hatches ſhall be ſo kept locked from 
the Time the Ships ſhall be loaded till they be 
ready to fail. 

Sect. 57. Perſons intending to ſhip 
Malt for Exportation, ſhall give at leaſt 48 
Hours, before they begin to put it on Board, 
Notice to ſuch Officer of the Port, in Writing, 
of the Hour when ſuch Shipping of Malt is in- 
tended to be begun, and the Name of the 
Ship, on Forfeiture of 5s. for every Buſhel ; 
and if any Malt entred and made for Exporta- 
tion, ſhall not within nine Months after the 
drying and carrying into Store-houſes be ex- 
ported, the Proprietor ſhall, for every Buſhel, 
„ 

Sect. 58. Makers of Malt not giving 
Notice of the Quantity to be wetted for Ex- 
portation, or not providing Store-houſes, or 
within ſix Days after Drying not cauſing the 
ſame to be meaſured in Preſence of the Officer, 
and to be locked up, ſhall forfet 50 J. and 
Perſons oppoſing the Officers in the Execution 
of the Powers given by this Act, or breaking 
open the Hatches of any Ship locked up in the 


Manner before-mentioned, without the Conſent 


of the Officer, ſhall forfeit 50 “. 
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Having diſcuſſed the chief Points of the 


Queſtion propoſed, I cannot conclude without 
obſerving, that in general, when this Subject 
has been ſpoken of without Doors, and in moſt 


2 Repreſentations of it by thoſe who have offered 
their Sentiments to the Public, acrimonious, 
and I may ſay, perſonal Reflections having ta- 
ken the Place of Argument, which muſt al- 
ways be expected, while any Concern of pri- 
vate Intereſt is depending: But this Point being 


now decided once for all, perhaps the Merits 


l of the Queſtion may be examined hereafter, 
with more Temper and Diſcretion. The Mag- 
nitude and Importance of the Subject, will en- 


title this Bill to the perpetual Attention and Re- 
viſal of the Legiſlature, among the firſt Acts 
of civil and domeſtic Policy, as no Conſidera- 
tion can afford an Equivalent for corrupting the 


Morals of the People. If I have conſidered 


bome Objections to the preſent Form of it, in 
aſtrong Light, I do not therefore mean to re- 
prcſent them as irremediable. The Govern- 


ment have always ſhewn themſelves attentive 


in the firſt Place, to the Health of the People, 
and (that being ſecured) to every Improvement 
of Agriculture, Commerce, and the Revenue. 
We have therefore, no Reaſon to doubt their 


23 continued Vigilance, to provide all ſuch Regu- 
= lations as may herea 
= expedient, 


fter become neceſſary, or 


EX. 


